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Ev 14 Public Administration Committee: Evidence

3 April 2008 Rt Hon Lord Hurd of Westwell CH CBE, Rt Hon Lord Owen CH,
Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell CBE QC MP and Adam Price MP

his pension, which would be the only real sanction,
he might try but he could not stop it. I do think there
are problems about the privacy of civil service
advice. Of course, one of the issues would be we
would discover whether, as I believe it was,
Greenstock told Tony Blair the votes do not exist in
the UN Security Council, Second Resolution. I do
not think that is a terribly devastating piece of
information to come out.

Q52 Mr Prentice We should publish, that is what
you are telling us?
Lord Owen: Jeremy Greenstock will publish and I
think he will publish when he leaves Ditchley.

Q53 Chairman: This was raised at the beginning. If
there was a change of Government in a couple of
years’ time and if an inquiry either had been
established already before that happened or if one
was established subsequently, would there be an
issue about access to the documents from the
previous administration? You are shaking your
heads in opposite directions.
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Lord Owen: I think there would be an issue.
Lord Hurd of Westwell: There would be an issue but
it is one of those rules which is constantly broken. I
do not think it would be a real issue. It could be
overridden.
Lord Owen: The freedom of information is now
overriding all this. Sir Stephen Wall has just
published a book on the history of the negotiations
in the European Community from 1984 to the
present day, and it is a very good book too, but
basically it is breaking many of the traditions and
that goes across two administrations.
Chairman: Gentlemen, you have been extremely
helpful to us in trying to test some of these
procedural ideas against solid experience and
practice. I think Charles’ point is the key one. With
the particular case we are talking about, there is
baZement on the part of the public as to why
Parliament, which, as Ming has told us, is sovereign,
and we tell ourselves endlessly is supreme, cannot do
the thing which the public obviously wants to
happen, which is to have a proper inquiry into what
happened in Iraq. I think it is bad for the institution
that this is the case and it is bad for its relationship
with the political system. We want to try and find a
mechanism which can take this forward and we are
very grateful to all of you for coming and helping us
with that today. Thank you very much indeed.




